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energy of Colonel Waring, and the public interest attached to
his work, render what he did in sewage purification of peculiar
interest; and had he lived, it can scarcely be doubted that he
not only would have kept abreast of progress in this line, but
would have been one of the most prominent leaders in devising,
and especially in introducing, more perfected systems of sewage
purification.
As Amasa S. Glover's patent, No. 258,744, hitherto referred
to, has been instanced as an anticipation of the septic tank as
now understood, so his patent No. 559,522, issued May 5, 1896,
has been claimed to cover the septic tank and contact bed sys-
tem. The drawing of this patent is given in Fig. 6. It shows
a series of sewage strainers, not unlike those used by Colonel
Waring, but not provided with means for forced aeration.
These devices were used in connection with a " settling tank "
not shown on the drawings. Sewage was to run through one
strainer, or " primary filter bed/7 and through it to the corre-
sponding " secondary filter bed/' continuously for twenty-four
hours. Then another set of beds was to be used for twenty-
four hours, and so on with each set or pair of beds. There being
seven such sets, each would receive sewage once a week.
The process is distinctly a combination of simple straining
and intermittent sand filtration, with long periods of rest for
cleaning the filters.